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Foreword 
Research Center for Visual Studies and Learning Design (VILD) fourth Annual Meeting took 
place at University College Copenhagen on November 12th 2020. Due to circumstances 
related to Corona virus, the Meeting was conducted online via Zoom. 
Our annual meeting provides an opportunity for lively exchange between professionals and 
researchers who share a common interest in exploring the potential of visual knowledge 
generation. 
This year’s theme was Design Revelations – visual practices that challenge and reveal. By 
bringing together the ideas and interests from researchers, educators and professionals 
together, ViLD facilititated new and important insights in the field and from the field. The 
ViLD’s annual zoom meeting was organised in order to share visual experience, 
communication and interaction between the participants and to drive the agenda of ViLD 
forward.  A new feature of this year’s programme was a PhD track.  
This report sums up the eventful meeting by sharing slides, pictures and text. All 
presentations can be watched on our homepage:  
https://www.vild.aau.dk/news/show/watch-presentations-from-vild-meeting-
2020.cid494108  
Thank you to all of you who made this event magnificent. We are looking forward to see you 
next year to ViLD’s fifth anniversary on Nov. 11th 2021 hosted by Designskolen Kolding! 
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Bo Nielso, head of research from University College Copenhagen (KP) welcomed the 
participants to the fourth ViLD annual meeting which were hosted by KP. This year the 
meeting was set in a digital virtual setting. 
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3. Introductory remarks 
 
Welcome and introductory thoughts and programme for the meeting  
Mie Buhl, ViLD director 
 
“IF DESIGN IS THE ANSWER – THEN WHAT IS THE QUESTION? 
 
Good afternoon and welcome to ViLD’s fourth annual meeting – this time hosted 
University College Copenhagen and thank you ViLD partner for doing that!  
My name is Mie Buhl, I am director of the research centre visual studies and learning 
design (ViLD) that is constituted by six partners - and we are an open network for 
researchers and professionals who share interests with us about exploring the 
visual’s potential for knowledge generation.  
 
In this year’s corona-friendly format we will engage in and explore how a visual 
approach to design can reveal and challenge habitual thinking that sustains inequality 
and to promote material and social design activities that encourage critical thinking 
and personal empowerment.  
The concept of design appears to play an increasing role as an approach to engage 
with contemporary issues and phenomena in domains outside its origin. For instance, 
the concept has been adopted by the pedagogical domain as a mode of revitalising 
the practice of organising learning activities with technology. Developments in the 
design domain push forward new perspectives on thinking about materialities as 
'agency' and about design as mode of reconfiguring conventional ways of thinking 
about contemporary culture.   
I am proud to be able to offer you a rich programme that will address this year’s 
theme: Design revelations – visual practices that challenge and reveal. 
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13.00–13.05:  
  
Welcome. Bo Nielson, Head of Research, University College Copenhagen, 
ViLD partner 
13.05–13.10:  Introductory thoughts. Director of ViLD, Mie Buhl, AAU 
13.10–13.30:  
  
How to be ViLD: PhD, Nathalie Schümchen, SDU, PhD student Heidi 
Hautopp, AAU 
13.35–14.00: Mini-speak 1  
  Mini-speak 2  
  PhD track 5   
14.00–14.10:  Break 
14.10–14.35:  
  
Mini-speak 3  
  Mini-speak 4   










Panel discussion Associate Professor Lone Koefoed Hansen, Head of 
programme, Tine Kjølsen The Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts, 
Schools of Architecture, Design and Conservation (KADK), Professor 
Helle Marie Skovbjerg, Design School Kolding 
15.55–
16.00:   
See you next year at ViLD’s 5
th
 anniversary on 11 November, ViLD 
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4. How to be ViLD 
 
VilD member Nathalie Schümchen talked about some of the various ways that visuals played a 
role in her PhD thesis investigating how learners make use of visual learning materials. While 
the PhD journey started out with an analysis of the usability of graphical structures as integral 
part of language learning materials, visuals soon crept into other areas of her working process, 
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Slides from PhD student Heidi Hautopp, AAU 
ViiLD member, Heidi Hautopp talked about an exploratory case study investigating how teaching 
visual facilitation and sketching might enhance learning in humanistic studies in higher 
education. Through different examples, the productive role of visual materials were discussed 
in relation to students’ work in design processes. The study is a part of her PhD project 
focusing on the use of visual facilitation for idea generation, dialogue and collaboration in 
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5-9. Mini speaks and PhD tracks 
 
Mini speak 1: Stepping into Knowledge: Inspiration & Understanding through Virtual 
Reality / The Animation Workshop  
Hannibal Glaser 
 
Over the past decade, virtual reality technology has matured to the point where it offers 
enormous potential as a means of inspiration and of the exploration of scientific knowledge, 
yet the actual hardware does not guarantee an appealing experience. This workshop invites 
you to explore the potential of room-scale, untethered virtual reality experiences as a method 
of bringing knowledge to life in an engaging, intuitive way. We will expand our knowledge 
by disseminating the diverse types of virtual reality experience and will come to understand 
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Mini speak 2: Hacking the Design Concept in Technology Comprehension / 
University College Lillebaelt (UCL)  
Anders Stig Christensen 
 
This speak takes a critical approach to the concept of design as a thinking mode in the 
school subject ‘Technology comprehension based on the Danish experimental project’. We 
consider whether design thinking is the proper way to promote personal empowerment by 
asking, ‘Is it possible to think critically about technology using design thinking in school?’ 
Through digital design processes, students are expected to understand technologies and 
propose solutions to problems. Examples developed in the trial include, for example, 
‘intelligent school furniture’ and ‘robot journalism’. What if the problem cannot be 
approached by design, for example, in social science, or what if the purpose of a school 
subject, such as visual arts, is to elaborate and express problems rather than solve them? 
We discuss how a critical perspective on technology comprehension can be implemented 
in the context of teaching diverse school subjects, and we consider where that leaves the 
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Mini speak 3: Reflections on HOME through Visual Thinking and Research / 
University College Copenhagen  
Kirsten Skov  
 
This speak invites you to explore the role of visualisation in investigating and challenging 
existing understandings and perceptions of HOME. You will be introduced to experiences 
with teacher-training art students who are exploring home as a concept and phenomenon. 
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Mini speak 4: Design Exploration Unfolded in an Ethical and Sensitive Environment / 
The Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts, Schools of Architecture, Design and 
Conservation (KDAK)  
Tine Kjølsen, head of the BA programme in visual design, and Jeppe Kilberg, head of Kilberg 
Media from KADK, will invite you to think about how the various situations that arise in e.g. a 
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PhD track 5: Responsible for the track:  
Professor Helle Marie Skovbjerg, Design School Kolding 
Associate Professor, Stine Ejsing-Duun, Aalborg University 
 
As a new feature, ViLD invited submissions for as an integral part of the main programme. 
The Ph.D. Track presentation included topics related to this year’s ViLD theme [“Design 
Revelation”]. The track was an excellent opportunity for Ph.D. candidates to present their 
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10. Keynote Wilful technologies 
WILFUL TECHNOLOGIES -- DESIGN AS A CRITICAL PRACTICE 
In its broadest sense, designed artefacts and systems can help us understand aspects of the 
world that are otherwise hard to grasp. About a year ago I co-edited ‘Wilful Technologies’, a 
publishing experiment on feminism + technology + design. Making this self-published booklet 
was a way to amplify artefacts, systems, objects, and designs that offer us ways of thinking 
about how contemporary digital culture could work in wilful ways, challenging 
heteronormative, conservative values. We wanted a repository, a collection, a place for people 
to look when they want to think. We wanted to show cases that can start conversations and 
speculate on many potential trajectories for the design of technology, especially those that 
break with contemporary techno-determinist ideas found in projects from the dominant tech-
centers in the world. 
In this talk, I will present some of the projects from the repository, as well as a few others, and 
discuss the importance of also thinking of design practice as a critical practice: a practice that 
nurtures ways of rethinking, reconfiguring, and perhaps destabilising that which we take for 
granted. 
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11. Panel discussion  
 
 
After the keynote, the key note speaker Associate Professor Lone Koefoed Hansen, 
Head of programme engaged in a panel discussion with Tine Kjølsen The Royal Danish 
Academy of Fine Arts, Schools of Architecture, Design and Conservation (KADK), 
Professor Helle Marie Skovbjerg, Design School Kolding 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
